A Brief History of Mount Hebron Masonic Lodge No. 42

The year 1881, just eleven years after the formation of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, while meeting in the Annual Grand Session in Goldsboro, N.C., a charter was issued to Mount Hebron Masonic Lodge No. 42 located at Wilson, N.C. This illustrious beginning was under the leadership of G. A. Farmer, Worshipful Master; Alfred Robinson, Senior Warden; and L. H. Harris, Junior Warden; while J. W. Hood was the Grand Master and Joseph Hill was the Grand Secretary.

Growth was slow, but steady; and in 1899, Charlie T. Jones was raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason. This illustrious brother later became the Worshipful Master and then the District Deputy of the 4th Masonic District. Brother Jones passed on to that undiscovered country from which no traveler returns in 1963, after 64 years as a Master Mason. Much credit can be given to Brother Jones as he paid the Grand Lodge assessments for many and kept Mount Hebron in good standing during the great depression.

During the early years of the lodges’ existence, the brethren purchased land and built a frame home at Pender and Smith Streets. They occupied this building some 50 years until it deteriorated. They then met upstairs at the old Darden Funeral Home for several years until a new block building was built in 1947. This new building was financed with donations, loans and labor by the brethren. Brother Charlie Jones engineered the project and Brother John Barnes was the chief builder.

In 1960, under the leadership of Milton F. Fitch, Sr., Worshipful Master, the craft completely remodeled the building. In 1965, Mount Hebron burned the mortgage during the administration of James L. Williams, Worshipful Master.

Mount Hebron hosted the Grand Lodge in 1949, when G.D. Carnes was elected Grand Master; again in 1959, when Clark S. Brown was elected Grand Master; and yet again in 1981.

Mount Hebron proudly possesses their original charter, hand written by J. W. Hood, Grand Master. Due to the age of the charter and the faded condition, a duplicate charter was applied for in 1955. This was granted by the Grand Lodge signed by G. D. Carnes, Grand Master; Clark S. Brown, Deputy Grand Master; Fred Alexander, Grand Senior Warden; Solomon Keene, Grand Junior Warden; and C. W. Lawrence, Grand Secretary. This was done during the administration of John M. Miller, Worshipful Master, Augustus Reid, Senior Warden; and Milton Daniels, Junior Warden.

Mount Hebron has received several awards including the Outstanding Achievement Award by the Grand Lodge in 1969 under the leadership of Robert King, Worshipful Master, and Englan Hines, Senior Warden; an Appreciation Award from Philadelphia Lodge No. 74 of the jurisdiction of Pennsylvania; Lodge of the Year Award by the District Deputy for the fiscal year 1996-1997 under the leadership of Ronnie Lucas, Worshipful Master; and has been on the Grand Lodge Honor Roll several times. 

Of the several “Father and Son” memberships in this lodge, Englan Hines and Ronnie Lucas were the first to serve as Worshipful Master and Milton Fitch, Sr. and Milton Fitch, Jr. were the first to serve as Most Worshipful Grand Master. In 1952, Silver Star Chapter No. 26, Order of the Eastern Star was officially formed and financially supported by this lodge with a home. In 1998 Raymond and Daisy Renfrow were the first husband and wife team to serve as Worshipful Master and Worthy Matron respectively in the same year. In 2010, they were also the first husband and wife team to serve as District Deputy Grand Master and District Deputy Grand Matron in a like-wise manner. From 2012-2015, Milton F. Fitch, Jr. of Mount Hebron No. 42 and Patricia Simmons of Silver Star Chapter No. 26, Order of the Eastern Star, served as Most Worshipful Grand Master and Grand Worthy Matron respectively, representing the 13th District and being members from the same Chapter.

In 1962, Mount Hebron started a visitation with James H. Hill Lodge No. 16 of the jurisdiction of the District of Columbia and carried this on for ten years. In 1972, the two Lodges then created visitation with Widow's Son Lodge No. 1 of the jurisdiction of Connecticut, and eventually included Mount Zion Lodge No. 15 of the jurisdiction of Massachusetts, Widow’s Son Lodge No. 7 of the District of Columbia and King David Lodge No. 28 of Virginia. These visitations span a period of 57 years and continue through today thereby becoming the I-95 Connection with each lodge hosting a sexennial 3rd Degree Raising Visitation. 

Mount Hebron proudly boasts of all its members and especially of Keith Batts who serves as Past Senior Grand Deacon; Roger Hudson who currently serves as Junior Grand Master of Ceremonies; Donnie Daniels who currently serves as Assistant Grand Chaplain; Elm Ray Hinnant who serves as Assistant Grand Lecturer, Ernie Williams who serves as Past Assistant Grand Lecturer; Hubert 0. Speight, Sr., (deceased), who served as Assistant Grand Lecturer until his death; Ronnie Lucas who serves as Past Assistant Grand Lecturer; Ricky Best, Sr. who currently serves as District Deputy Grand Master of the 13th District; Raymond Renfrow, Sr. who serves as Past District Deputy Grand Master of the 13th District; James R. Buchanan (deceased), who served as Past District Deputy Grand Master of the 13th District; David J. Speight who serves as Past District Deputy Grand Master of the 4th District; Milton F. Fitch, Sr. (deceased), who was named Prince Hall Mason of the Year in 1960, served as Right Worshipful Senior Grand Warden in 1965, the Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master in 1994 and passed away in 1995 as Most Worshipful Grand Master; and also Milton F. Fitch, Jr. who serves as Past Most Worshipful Grand Master.

Members who have achieved the 33rd Degree of Freemasonry are Milton F. Fitch, Jr, and Ricky Best with coronation of Sovereign Grand Inspector General, and Johnny Hadley (deceased), Raymond Renfrow, Sr., Ronnie Lucas, Donnell Chisel, Ray Hinnant, and Isaac Everette with elevation to Grand Inspector General.
At present, Isaac Everette serves as Worshipful Master, Lenwood Spells as Senior Warden and Tormayne Strickland as Junior Warden. The oldest living member is Bro. Roy Atkinson (age 84) and the oldest member in Masonic years is Bro. David Speight who was raised 49 years ago. The 19 living Past Masters include Jimmy Branch, Merrill Murrain, David J. Speight, George Leach, James Williams, Jr., Ernie Williams, Ronnie Lucas, Raymond Renfrow, Kenneth Williams, Milton Fitch, Jr., Keith Batts, Samuel Farmer, Montrel McDaniels, Elm Ray Hinnant, Malcolm Tyrone Robinson, Roger Hudson, Ricky Best, Julius Kelly and Donnie Daniels. The two Honorary Past Masters are Bro. Johnnie B. Edwards, Bro. and Sylvester Dupree, Sr.

This is just a short sampling of the historic record of Mount Hebron Lodge No. 42, F & AM of North Carolina.

